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Cranston Memorial Presbyterian Church 

The Season of 

Advent begins on 

November 30th 

Beginning with the January/

February 2026 issue the CHIMES 

will be mailed only to those who 

cannot receive emailed copies or 

pick up copies at church. 

Cranston Memorial Preaching and Worship Schedule: 

The Chimes November / December 2025 

  204 Years Strong  
       doing Christ’s ministry 

Cranston Memorial Presbyterian Church 

November/December Birthdays 

Nov. 3 Helen Barkley 
6 Elijah Bradshaw 
11 Todd Houston 
12 Griffin Bennett 
13 Kendra Wright 
19 Madeline Bennett 
21 Jackie Nelson 
24 Annie Annett 
27 Mabel Phelps 
28 Jim Gibson 

Dec. 4 Debbie Clepper 
7 Mark Grippa 
7 Andrew Reed 
9 Jan Annett 
11 Kate Greenwald 
27 Kristen Annett 
27 Steven Van Eman 

Anniversaries: 
     NOVEMBER  
25 Gary & Elisabeth Mote 
26 Jim & Janet Gibson 
     DECEMBER  
9  Chris Torrey & Dawn Butler 
11     Ken & Maxine Ellis 

Let Jackie Nelson know if we can 
add your name(s) to the lists! 

November 2 —David Annett  (Communion) 

November 9—Chris Torrey 

November 16—David Annett 

November 23—Greg Roberts 
Advent 1 November 30—David Batchelder 
Advent 2 December 7—David Annett  (Communion) 
Advent 3 December 14—Chris Torrey 
Advent 4 December 21—David Annett 
Christmas Eve December 24—David Annett 

December 28—Chris Torrey 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some results from the recent Worship Survey: 

✓ Words describing a good worship experience included gospel, 

uplifting, music, prayer, friendship. 

✓ Favorite experiences in worship at Cranston included singing 

hymns (with Karen’s excellent musical ability), passing the 

peace, prayer and joy requests, and gospel readings. 

✓ Five members indicated a willingness to become more involved 

in leading worship; five expressed an interest in helping prepare 

a service in the future. 

✓ There was nearly unanimous agreement that we would like to 

see children participate in candle lighting.  We plan to have chil-

dren light two candles on the communion table on communion 

Sundays. 

✓ Fifteen respondents liked the hymn-based service introducing 

the new hymnals.  On October 26th we held another hymn-

based service and plan more quarterly. 

✓ Other possible types of worship services suggested included 

leadership by the children, inviting other ministers to speak, and 

using songs and hymns beyond our hymnal. 

✓ More than 20 Hymns suggested for future use included most 

often: Morning Has Broken; Open My Eyes, that I May See; 

Here I Am, Lord; and Amazing Grace. 

✓ The final question asked for suggestions.  Help leading the 

songs and “the service is fine the way it is” were the two most 

common suggestions. 

As you may have noticed, we are using different candle stands 
which include three candles each representing God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.  This change was made because of the cost of 
lighting 14 candles each service.  The candles last between 3 and 4 
Sundays and this year the cost of those candles was nearly $500.  
We will still use the candle stands we have used in the past for spe-
cial occasions such as Christmas and Easter. 

All Saints Day is 

observed Nov. 2 



 

The Presbytery of 
Cincinnati meets 
next on Tuesday,  

November 11. 
https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/ 

The Chimes Interview:  Amy Heekin Gleason 
Q: Amy, who would you say is most responsible for  
your being active in church at this point in your life? 

     A: Both of my parents, JoAnn and Steve Heekin, had very 
strong faith.  It was my mother's strength and faith which were the 
driving forces in raising nine children to pray, honor and/or worship 
Our Lord on a daily basis.  As members of the Roman Catholic 
Church, we attended mass on Sundays and Holy Days.  My mother 
was very active in the church and with the greater Ecumenical com-
munity.  
     As a young adult, I did not attend church regularly.  Later, I be-
gan looking at other Christian churches for a home.  Many years 
passed before I found Cranston.  The immediate warmth and ac-

ceptance that I experienced felt like "home".  I know that even though I am no longer attending the 
Catholic Church, my mother would be joyful that her calling to bring her children to a closer relationship 
with Jesus Christ has been fulfilled.  

Q: When you were young, what was the source of "warmth" in your life?  
      A: Family! The feeling of belonging to something greater than yourself prepared us for belonging to a 
church family.  Within my family, even when the chips are down, there is always love and support.  The 
same is true with my Cranston family:  it always feels like home.  

New Richmond Area Ministries 

 The Food Pantry: Wednesdays, 
8-9:30 am and 5-6:30 pm at 
the Nazarene Church, 200 
Hamilton Street. 

 Thanksgiving Ecumenical Ser-
vice here at Cranston, Tuesday 
November 18 at 7 pm. 

 Thanksgiving Community Din-
ner Thursday, November 20 at 
the VFW, 6 pm. 

 Advent/Christmas Ecumenical 
Service at Locust Corner Com-
munity Church December 16 at 
7 pm. 

 Christmas Community Dinner 
Thursday, December 18 at the 
VFW, 6 pm. 

 Christian Chorus Concert led by 
the Rev. Scott Wyatt, Decem-
ber 21 at Cranston. 

Special thanks to the crew from Grant 

Career Center for brush clearing this fall ! 

The Ministry and Mission of Cranston Memorial Presbyterian Church de-
pends on your generosity!  

• Did you know that we spend 10% - a tithe - of offerings received on 
Missions for others?  This includes support for local and regional efforts 
to care for those in need, as well as direct support for people in our 
community (especially in the floods we experienced in early 2025). 

• Were you aware that we spent nearly $7,000 on improvements to our heating and air conditioning in 
2025?  We didn’t ask for special donations, but if you would like to make a contribution, please mark 
your gift as meant to help with the new furnaces. 

• Our urge to give emerges from gratitude.  We respond to God’s grace in our 
lives with generous support of the church, paying our pastor and musician, 
keeping up with the expenses of our building, and covering the costs involved 
in welcoming our congregation and newcomers to Sunday worship as well as 
numerous special events. 

• You can help with regular giving—even when you cannot be present in wor-
ship.  You can make special donations, especially at year’s end.  You can place 
donations in the offering plate, mail to the church, or go online to our website 

and choose the GIVE TO CRANSTON option:  https://www.cranstonchurch.org/ 

Advent and Christmas 
Advent is a season of anticipa-

tion and preparation.  It is a 

time to reflect on the stories we 

tell about the arrival of hope and 

new life.   

Join us each Sunday during Ad-

vent and on Christmas Eve for 

worship. Stay tuned for more 

information about our  

Christmas music  

program featuring  

vocalists from  

New Richmond  

High School  

and others! 

 

https://www.cranstonchurch.org/

